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Erie County Department of Social Services receives COVID-19 Rapid Response
Fund grant from Redlich Horowitz Foundation
Redlich Horowitz Foundation established fund to assist with COVID-19-related child welfare challenges

The Erie County Department
of Social Services on Monday
announced the receipt of a CO-
VID-19 Rapid Response Fund
grant from the Redlich Horowitz
Foundation. The department will
use the award to support the pro-
vision of services to child welfare-
involved families while protecting
staff and clients from the trans-
mission of COVID-19.

This $40,000 grant will allow
ECSS to innovate in assessing
safety and well-being, contacting
families so that permanency is
not delayed, and ensuring foster
youth continue their education
without interruption.

ECSS will use the grant funds

to purchase the technology nec-
essary to create a technology
bank of laptops and tablet com-
puters. Staff will be able to use
these technological supports dur-
ing the COVID-19 emergency to:

e Facilitate virtual home visits
to assess the safety and well-be-
ing of families,

e Facilitate virtual sibling visits,

e Facilitate virtual parent-child
supervised visitation,

eProvide virtual training for
foster/kinship parents to expe-
dite home certification,

e Facilitate support groups for
birth, foster/kinship parents, and
for older youth in foster care,

¢ Assist youth or clients in need

of technology for telehealth ser-
vices and other clinical services,
and

e Assist youth in need of tech-
nology for educational purposes
such as structured learning,
continuity of learning, or virtual
learning.

“The funds from the COVID-19
Rapid Response Fund grant will
allow ECSS to ensure the safety
of Erie County children while
also protecting the health and
safety of our essential staff,” said
Marie Cannon, Social Services
commissioner. “Redlich Horowitz
Foundation has been a partner of
ECSS for many years. We value
their partnership and continued

support for the families of Erie
County.

“This crisis has been especially
difficult for children in the child
welfare system,” added Catie
Gavin, Social Services first dep-
uty commissioner for family well-
ness. “Thanks to the generosity
of the Redlich Horowitz Founda-
tion, these children will be bet-
ter able to be connected to their
families, friends and community
supports.”

Founded in 1986, the Redlich
Horowitz Foundation works to
accelerate  transformation in
New York’s child welfare sys-
tem to keep children, youth and
families supported and thriving.

The Redlich Horowitz COVID-19
Rapid Response Fund was es-
tablished to award funds to or-
ganizations seeking to purchase
software, hardware and cellular
service to give telecommunica-
tion capacity to youth, families of
origin and foster families to sup-
port family-based placements,
family connection, reunification
and permanency in a time of
physical distancing.

For more information on the
Department of Social Services,
visit  http://www2.erie.gov/so-
cialservices/, or on the Redlich
Horowitz  Foundation,  visit
http://www.rhfdn.org.

Kaleida Health on Thursday
announced it has once again ex-
panded its laboratory testing ca-
pability for COVID-19, adding a
third clinic, this time on the east
side of Buffalo, which has seen
significant growth in the number
of positive coronavirus cases.

“This is a great example of
people working together and col-
laborating to help the community
when it is in need,” said Jody Lo-
meo, president and CEO of Kalei-
da Health. “We know that there is
a high prevalence of COVID-19 in
areas like the east side of Buffalo.
So, it is incumbent upon us - the
health system, our government
and the community — to come to-

Kaleida Health labs expand testing again

gether and help find a solution.
I thank the Health Disparities
Task Force, County Executive
Poloncarz, Mayor Brown and our
partners in government for their
partnership on this important ini-
tiative.”

The additional testing site, Le-
roy Coles Library on East Dele-
van Avenue, will open Friday. The
site is located in ZIP code 14215,
which currently has the highest
number of confirmed positive
COVID-19 cases in Erie County.
It is being opened in conjunction
with the African American Health
Disparities Task Force, County
Executive Mark Poloncarz, Erie
County Department of Health,

Erie County Legislature Chair-
woman April Baskin, Mayor By-
ron Brown, City of Buffalo and
the Buffalo and Erie County Pub-
lic Library.

All individuals must have an
appointment to receive a test, as
the clinic cannot accommodate
unscheduled testing. Individuals
can schedule a test by calling 716-
859-3222. They should have a pre-
scription from their primary care
provider to get tested if possible.

Test results can be returned in
about 48-72 hours through the or-
dering health care provider.

If individuals do not have a
health care provider in which to
obtain a prescription for testing,

they can still follow this process,
but their results will be commu-
nicated via the Erie County De-
partment of Health. At that time,
information about primary care
physicians in the area who are
currently accepting new patients
will be shared with these indi-
viduals.

The Coles Library site will ini-
tially be open from 9 am. to 1
p.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. Kaleida Health will con-
sider adding more hours and/or
more nurses as testing demand
escalates.

Those that are in need of a CO-
VID-19 test (symptomatic with
fever greater than 100 degree,

cough, shortness of breath), can
call Kaleida Health’s hotline num-
ber to review their symptoms and
be scheduled for a test over the
phone.

The Kaleida Health Laborato-
ries team has analyzed over 4,700
COVID-19 tests year to date.

In mid-March, dozens of tests
a day were analyzed, but now the
labs have the capacity to process
nearly 500 tests a day.

This is the fifth expansion for
Kaleida Health and its labs.

For testing questions, the Kalei-
da Health coronavirus hotline re-
mains open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
daily at 859-3222, or visit www.
kaleidahealth.org.

GRAND ISLAND RESTAURANTS

TAKEOUT AND/OR DELIVERY AVAILABLE

773 North — 2749 Grand Island Blvd. 773-
6678. www.773north.com

Adrian’s Custard and Beef — 2352 Grand
Island Blvd. 773-9242. www.adrianscustar-
dandbeef.com

The Beach House — 5584 East River Rd.
773-7119

Brick Oven — 2457 Grand Island Blvd. 773-
4445, www.brickovenpizzagrandisland.
com

Buffalo Launch Club — Thursday, Friday
& Saturday, food & beverage special menu.
773-7629. Visit us on facebook or www.
buffalolaunchclub.com

Burger King — 1700 Grand Island Blvd.

China Wok — 2409 Grand Island Blvd. 773-
6137

Dick & Jenny’s — 1270 Baseline Rd. 775-
5047. www.dickandjennysny.com

Dunkin Donuts — 2024 Grand Island Blvd.

Eggsquisite Eats — 1752 Grand island
Blvd. 775-5034. www.eggsquisiteeats.
com

John’s Pizza and Subs — 2131 Grand
Island Blvd. 774.0020. www.johnspiz-
zaandsubs.com

Just Pizza — 2164 Grand Island Blvd. 773-
2151

Mallwitz’s Island Lanes — 1887 \Whitehav-
en Rd. 773-0062. www.islandlanes.com

McDonald’s — 2231 Grand Island Blvd.
Mighty Taco — 2455 Grand Island Blvd.

Nikki’s Eats — 3432 Wallace Drive. 774-
0151. Weekends only 7 am — 12 pm

Pizza Amore — 2024 Grand Island Blvd.

775-5975. www.pizzaamorewoodfire.
com

This page is sponsored by:

Rocky’s — 2600 Grand Island Blvd. 774-
1100. www.rockyspizzagrandisland.com

Say Cheese Pizza - 1771 Love Rd. 775-
0333. www.saycheesepizza.com

Subway — 2287 Grand Island Blvd.
Tim Hortons — 1685 Grand island Blvd.
Tim Hortons — 2366 Grand Island Blvd.
Wendy’s — 1685 Grand Island Blvd.

The Viking Diner — 1849 Grand Island
Blvd. 773-9707

The Village Inn — 1488 Ferry Rd. 773-5030.
www.villageinngrandisland.com

Zobud Bistro — 1879 Whitehaven Rd. 775-
5145. www.zobudbistro.com

ROTARY CLUB OF
GRAND ISLAND

s
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www.rotaryclubgi.org

To have your business listed here contact grandislandsales@wnypapers.com or call 773-7676 today!
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